What did Roosevelt say?

“The Nation that destroys its soils
destroys itself’

Franklin Roosevelt

Letter to all State Governors on a
Uniform Soil Conservation Law

(26 February 1937)
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Importance of social capital – a community that embraces social discourse and different opinions 

Today’s social discourse is ill-served by a media that profits from conflict, where political communication is truncated to 3-word slogans 
and society’s conversations are conducted through tweets of 140 characters

Although this has now been increased to 280!
TWEETS TRUMP TRUTH
Or TRUMP TWEETS TRUTH?

Back to natural capital and the soil
Franklin Roosevelt
“The Nation that destroys its soils  destroys itself”



Why is Soil Carbon Important?

» Affects nearly every soil factor positively
» Supplies energy and supports life

* A ‘'sponge’ and ‘buffer’

* Acts as a shock absorber

* Creates ‘resilient’ soils

» Supports soll
and plant health
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Affects nearly every soil factor positively

 Supplies energy and supports life

 A ‘sponge’ and ‘buffer’

 Acts as a shock absorber 

 Creates ‘resilient’ soils
  - absorb shocks and bounce back

 “Greater soil carbon, greater profits”


Soil Organic Carbon
particularly humus...

e Plays arole in all key soil
functions

e High CEC - holds nutrients in soil

e Important in supplying nutrients

e High water holding capacity

Which results in improved:

o Water use efficiency

e Fertiliser efficiency

e Pest and disease resistance
e Soil and crop performance
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SOIL ORGANIC Carbon particularly HUMUS
Plays a role in all key soil functions
High CEC – holds nutrients in soil
Important in supplying nutrients
High water holding capacity
Which results in improved:
Water use efficiency
Fertiliser efficiency
Pest and disease resistance
Soil and crop performance








What did Cutler say?

“The depletion of the soil

humus supply is apt to be a
fundamental cause of
lowered crop yields.”

Hills, Jones and Cutler, 1908
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The depletion of the soil humus supply is apt to be a fundamental cause of lowered crop yields.”     Hills, Jones and Cutler, 1908

P&L vs BALANCE SHEET thinking

BUILD YOUR BIGGEST ASSET – THE SOIL


How do You Make Compost?

*Correct ingredients and recipe:

*Physical structure
*C: N ratio

*Blending and moisture critical

*Monitoring the process;

*High temperature pasteurisation
*Convert organic matter to humus
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Correct ingredients and recipe:

Physical structure
C: N ratio

Blending and moisture critical

Monitoring the process; High temperature pasteurization, Convert organic matter to humus	
Composted products particularly useful in annual or intensive crops where soil disturbance or fertilizer use compromises soil organic carbon and humus 
And where compost can help to kick start soil biological processes

Or in revegetation and rehabilitation of disturbed or damaged land such as saline land and water, erosion control, mine site rehab


Where do composted products fit?
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“Carbon Concentrate”
The RIGHT type of Carbon

Reliable product with known performance characteristics
Well decomposed resistant carbon
Humus and chelating compounds
No nutrient drawdown
> WHC effect
> CEC can store nutrients (inc P)
DNV CERTIFICATION = MANUFACTURING PROCESS
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